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" If that man had lived, we might have known some-
thing ". Lights which once cheered me have gone
out, and are going out all too rapidly; and, to
say nothing of individuals, I have also lived long
enough to watch the decay of once flourishing beliefs.
I can remember, only too vividly, the confident hope
with which many young men, whom I regarded as
the destined leaders of progress, affirmed that the
doctrines which they advocated were going forth con-
quering and to conquer ; and though I may still
think that those doctrines had a permanent value,
and were far from deserving the reproaches now often
levelled at them, I must admit that we greatly exag-
gerated our omniscience. I am often tempted, I con-
fess, to draw the rather melancholy moral that some of
my younger friends maybe destined to disillusionment,
and may be driven some thirty years hence to admit
that their present confidence was a little in excess.

I admit all this : but I do not admit that my view
could sanction despondency. I can see perhaps
ground for foreboding which I should once have
rejected. I can realise more distinctly, not only the
amount of misery in the world, but the amount of
misdirected energy, the dulness of the average
intellect, and the vast deadweight of superstition and
dread of the light with which all improvement must
have to reckon. And yet I also feel that, if a com-